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Mr. Toadds Wild Ride
That sounds like an apt description of 2009 for
us. For those of you who read about our antics
in our 2008 newsletter (which came out well

into 2009), you may recall that we started out
2009 with a BANG! by marching in the Presiden-
tial Inaugural Parade on 1/20/09. That was such
an insane time! We scurried around likegerbils
in an exercise wheel to get the band ready and
to make it to the show.

Before we accepted
the invite to the
Inaugural Parade,
the band had al-
ready booked a trip
toSan
Chinese New Year
Paradein February
to help usher in The
Year of the Ox.

Janet hits the Streets of San Francis

That parade was

the opposite of the Inaugural Paradedwe d i d n o t
have 47 pages of rules to learn, we could take
however many fol ks we
to march with a minimum of 9 mus icians per
row, etc. In short, we could let our hair down
and be the crazy band that
we are. And the weather
was about 30 degrees wa-
mer! The parade wasexcit- '
ing,* and when we wer e n 0
parading, we had a great
time roaming the Streets of
San Francisco (made us feel
like Karl Malden).

Shortly after returning from
SF we learned that GAL had
been awarded 15t Place
Adult Marching Band.2 All

Director Steve calls a tune

1 And LOUD i those Chinese drums and gongs are ear
splitting!

2 And yes, there was more than one adult marching band.
Shame on you for asking!

want ddteweadil dedt thasei t s

the parade awards were given out at a big ban-

guet in Chinatown ;threedb what t
uswent back to San Franciso in April to pick up

our trophy and
spend another relax-
ing weekend. The
10-courseChinese
banquet was fabu-
ous® and we got to
meet Willie Brown ,
former SFmayor and
legendary Speaker &
the California State
Assembly.

Meeting Willie Browr

Because of all the publicity the band gotfrom the

Fr anci s cPoesidential Inaugural ParadeGet a Lifewasin

demand this year; in addition to Washington DC,
the band performed at least 22 times in the states
of Washington, Oregon, & California. Steve fg-
ured out that the band performed at least once

in each month of 2009 except for June & which
we sandwiched with parades on May 30 and

July 4th.

hard t
full time jobs. When
people at work hear
about what Janet does,
she tells them that she
comes to work to get
some rest!

Wild? We 6 Show
You Wild!!!
Because you
have enough bands?
last summer we kicked
off a new one. Nine
sax players(and one

percussionistto keep usinline)p | ay e d

Our newest bar

Portl and

3 Amazingly, it was more food than even marching band

people could eat!

4See Mode, Depecheu st Ca nlj1981@edtTyaEn o u g
KathleenA Little Too Much is Enqudi96.
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first-ever Sax in the Cityat Pioneer Courthouse our red-and-white duds out of a brie fcase to

Square Portl andds oO0Downt own wearforithe fopsRrogamedwo. We even made

itinto The Oregoniant A fun night, even though

Gonzaga spoiled WKUGs tourney
second game.

Do They Have

Toads in Alaska?

Last sinme r St
4 / mom came out for a

SANTRECTY visit and then we alll

Pcutr.wmmnmsz.w: o " ‘m - joined brother Ken,

Janet explains group séx on the air sisterin-law Sharon,

and nephew Kris for

a relaxing cruise to

Alaska. We all had a Moml i vind the good I

great time cruisingthe glaciers eating, visiting

ports, going on excursions, eating, watching the

We had a nice audience of 6070 people® at the
gig and a wide variety of saxophonesfor the
show (sopranino, soprano, alto, tenor, bari) .
We even got coverage on the evening news?

Checkoutthegroupand see Janet o6 e nightly shows,
view at www.saxinthecity.org. As a result of that eating, pan-
gig, the group was hired to perform two ou t- ning for gold,
door holiday showsin December (BRRR!). eating, ea-

i ngeanet J
We also continued performing with our jazz tried some-

thing new that
she had never

band (SecondWind) , our rock 6n
(Treble in River City), and our concert band

(Portland Community Wind Band ). These heard offi
groups werenot as busy s i Ziplining. She
pl ayed farmerdés markets AdveRtuAng rébi ; rwag unable e n t
homes, a couple of music series, and a pumpkin convince ary-
festival. Along the way we formed our own one else in the family to try it, so she braved it
holding company (Horns Aplenty; alone. | guess if an 8 year old can do it, so can
http://www.hornsaplentymusic.com ) to make it someone ever so slighty older like herself (ha,
easier to manage the bands we run. ha, ha). So, I guess Mr. Toad did make an @-
pearance for the zipline in the Alaskan forest @-
Is a Hilltopper a Rare Variety of Toad ? nopy.
Portland hosted part of the NCAA basketball . ik
tournament this year and both of our alma m a- Mr. Toad
ters (Pu- Rides Again!
[ TODAY'S GAMES +« THE ROSE GARDEN ] L due and Once Vacatlon
West Regional South Regional e .
WE st @ pmegsammen S By Western was over, it
Kentucky) was back to the
Western Kentucky finds: ot only craziness of
Qi Do WSl made the 2009. As we
3 3 Dl become a mid-major force paledmidmt — tOUIN a- do every sum-
k 2 o\ TS Sasedel  ment but mer, we also
R ks e, B  made it played co-ed
r.amnemua-mnmnmmmfwm;r Ias(year.he\msias—kfdjbn.liconuy. 11th consecutive into our SOftba”. We
Trust me, thatos regional. came in 2nd Yaaaaa@aaaaaa!!!!llm!
We sat with the WKU contingent and cheered Place this summer. We were quite pleased about
them to a first game victory, then got to return that because we heard through the grapevine
two nights later when both teams were playing that the first team we were to meet in the play-
their second round. We o Bftsirefesed ® gs ag gpbeinch o ald geeress.
first game in old gold and black, then whipped (They had beaten us during the regular season.)

Them were fightindwords! We crushed them

*Some of whom we didndot even —know!
®As one of our buddies said, ’Hvkiletuthomaybg¢ am abscute desense for]libelTirstlic y
Barry to say O6group sax06 on toertsaytiashtal!n! o
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soundly, beating them by 10
were not at all happy (snicker, snicker, snort,

shickel).

The last half of the year, we kept busy with, you
guessed it, more band stuff. The concert band
(Portland Community Wind Band) started its 5th
season and seems to keep improving each year
despite Janet serving as President of the PCWB
Board. The band finished off the year with three
holiday eventsfi two at retirement communities
and one at a church. We did something a little
different this yearfi small ensembles performing
in addition to the full band. Our sax ensemble
received lots of compliments. One of the pieces
is stuck in Janetds
jazz arrangementOh Come All Ye Faithful). We
al so got
in 5/4 time of What Child Is This7and Take Five
which he called What Up With Dat Child?¢

Is Mr. Toad Dizzy?

Mr. Toadds head is defi
crazy, thrilling year! Who would have thought
that when we returned home from Christmas
break last year we would be thrown onto a wild
ride that would last throughout the year! But we
w 0 u | tdradé that experience for anything. It
was (and is) absolutely exhilarating. COWA-
BUNGA!

So, to get our bearings backwe headed to the
Big Island of Hawaii for the week between
Christmas and New Years Pretty low key & we
did a little hiking, ° a little sightseeingi®and a fair
amount of snorkeling,**but mostly focused on
rest, relaxation, Mai Tais, and definitely some
good eats. Great way to end the year!

You might think the Tattler would have been
written immediately upon our return'2é¢ b u't

youdre not reckoning wi
band trip to California where Steve got to meetd
butt hat s a story for

With love,

Steve & Janet

head
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runs. Ohét hey

even now, days |l ater (
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That 6s, er , a horn

tely spinning after this

Tata from Waipigalley

the January 2010

year é

8 Yes, that whirring noise you hear is indeadl Desmond
spinning in his grave.
® Down a cliff trail to a black sabeach.

Wanna see full-size versions of the Tattler photos? Check out the online
version at www.tolopka.com. Our web page also has pointers to all the
band websites, where you can get audio, video and more pix. And drop us

1 Even spotted some whales! your emai |l astkede@ulomka.comvandjanet@tolopka.com.
1 Do you have any idea how surprising it is to discover a

green sea turtleeering ayoufrom about 8 incks away?

2Though frankly thatmeasy ou dono6t know us very wel]l!!
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